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m trees and expansive views of the
Atlantic Ocean. With stops in St. Augustine (right),

AHERITAGE OF TREASURE HUNTING
AND TRAVEL BY SEA HELPED INSPIRE
THE ADVENTURE LAUREL BAKER

EMBARKED UPON NINE YEARS AGO.

By Teddy Regis | Photography by David Steele

olive in a bayside city
s 10 be the recipicnt
of a myriad perks.
High on the listis
casy aceess (0 ships In her early da:
setting sail at dusk or under a Laurel sha
moonlit sky. Oftentimes, the water
is calm and glassy. Once in a while,
itis agitated and merciless. Enter a
time-tested symbol of stability and
steadfastness - the anchor. When.
jeweler Laurel Baker founded
Anchor Boutique in 2010, it
was with appreciation for the
name’s versatile meaning, “It kind
of encompasses a lot of things,”
seflects Laurel as she explains what
went into the name.

retail space with
fellow vendors
and learned

Fauiily ties played a role: After space with fellow value. 'J.“hcs: transactions connect her to
serving in Vietnam, Laurel’s vendors and people in ways that last for decades.
father bought a boat and became learned the value
e intor TTi: nagtical of collaboration. ‘The boutique’s presence caught the
excursions took him (o the waters P [ communicy attention of the environmental community
of South'and Central America where he over competition c_athc!s continued to play when The Whitney Laboratory for Marine
e i, shat weselie donaid out during expansion into a larger spacc. Bioscience approached Laurel about
10 museums. He had a special interest in Despite being the sole occupant of hershop | commissioning a necklace series. This
e now, she stll hosts events involving fellow will be in conjunction with an oyster reef
coral (Florida's offcial state stone), “Tusc it | business owners. “Now I can move the restoration project that combas flooding
in my jewelry today.” shares Laurcl as pale | 3hop forward..I do repairs, I do custom and crosion. Proceeds from the sales of this
T o s e iy work” Anchor Boutique has become a oyster-inspired picce will help fund the
room i which e sit, Laurcl’s mother has | Mainstay jewelry shop. But Laurel isn't initiative. “Thars a way I can use my craft
abackground in hospital administration quick to accept full credit for her growth. 0 give back,” relates Laurel.
and is known for her tenacity. Laurel On the importance of delegating, she notes,
chuckles, “She won't et me give up." This “Some people can take the heavy lifting off | As she contemplates the future, Laurel has
comes as no surprise after learning how your shoulders...to grow, you have to trust her sights set on innovation. “I've nlwny§
Laurel’s mom spearheaded the recovery of | 9ther peaple” So when it comes (o web wanted 0 invent something and patent it.”
. Bosoiial's repitaiion with sx o il hosting, Laurel is willing to trust her team. T will be no surprise when once again, our
along the way. 50 she can better tackle nautical buzzes with news of
unique 1o business ownership, These Anchor Boutique’s latest adventure.
In her carly days, Laurel shared retail include customizing engagement rings and
repairing jewelry often rich in sentimental . anchorboutigue.com
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